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4 Solemn PROTEST ATION again? George Keith's Advertiſement, Arbitrory Simms 
and Proceedings againſt Certain Perſons, and a Meeting of the People called Quakers. 


Hereas the faid G. K. a Scotchman, has aſſumed to himſe!f a Power 
and Authority to Erett ſeveral Meetings of the Narure of ſome 
ſtrange and new Court of Judicature at Tiwncy';-Hal!, London, one 
on the Eleventh of the Month called 7ne, 1696. and another on the 

29th. of this preſent Month called April, 1697. (under prerence of having the P:ymi ſon 
of the Civil Authority, that he is further to Det*f the Vile and Groſs Errors and Hereff s of 
certain Perſons by Name, and a Meeting of the People called Lurkers) unto which he 
hath Cired or Summoned them, to hear themſelve; Re-charged, avd Prov'd Guilty thereof, 
as being Repugnant to the Great Fundamentals of the Chriſtian R:{'3/on (which Charges of 
his, as perverſly Stated by him, are Expreſly Denyed by us) for Proof thereof, Refer- 
ring to his own Printed, Advertiſement and Narrative, which have been largely Anfwe- 
red in Print, he having begun the Controverhe with us, by Printing divers bitter Jn- 
veCtives againſt us, expreſly Contrary to his own former Teſtimonies in Print ; and 
divers of our Friends Books, in Anſwer to him; fill lie heavy upon him, unreply'd to. 
And ſecing he cannor EffeQ his Invidious Deſigns in Print, ro make his Odious Cha- 
rater of Hereſie, Spreading Gangreen, aud Contagion, &c. take Effe& againlt us, he} has 
Prceſum'd to Erect ſuch an Arbitrary Courſe of Judicature, in a Confuſed Meeting at 
Turners-Hall, and thereunto, in his own Name and Authority, to Sun:mon the Perions 
and Meeting, as aforeſaid, withour their Privity, Concurrence, Conſent or Agreemen 
thereunto ; either as to the Time, Place, Terms or Propoſitions, bur he is the Sole 
Impoſer. 

We therefore, who are Concern'd in behalf of the Peaczable People called Ryaker:, 
both as Free-Born Engliſh-Men and Chriſtians, do deny, and Solemnly Tettifie againſt 
the Uſurpation, Arbitrary and Irregular Proceedings of the ſaid G. &. and again! his 
new Juriſdition (afſum'd by him) for the ſame Keafons, which were Exhibited in 
Print the Jaſt Year, Why the People called Quakers Refuſed their Appearance at bis Poems 
ptory Summons (and therefore he had no Reaſon to Expe&t their Appearance this Year, 
the more Infincere he, in his new Summons) and more particularly, 

1. Becauſe he has no Legal Power to Ereft any ſuch new Court of Judicature, and 
therein ſet himſelf up as Judge, and Publickly to Stage, Brand, and Condemn Peace- 
able Proteſtant Subjetts, and that in their Abſence too. (who are alſo Free-Bora Eng- 
liſh-Men) as Hereticks, &c. and thereby ro Endeavour ro Expoſe them to the Scorn, 
Contempt and Rage of a mixt Multicude, who are unmeet » Tk cf Religious and 
Spiritual Matters, or Controverſies. - 

2. Wedo nor believe the Civil Authority, or any Concerned therein, on Due Con- 
ſideration; or Juſt Information, will Counrenance or Permic ſuch an Uſurp'd Autho- 
rity, or Pernicious Preſident, as the faid G. XK. has Affum'd and Attempred in this 
Caſe ; rending, not only to Diſcord, Diviſions, Heats, Animoſitics and Tumulrs, but 


ro Invade the juſt Liberties of Free-Born Engliſh-Men (who are Peaceable Proteſtant 
SubjeQts,) and to Gratifie and Strengthen the Popiſh Intereit, that they may Glory in 
ſuch Diviſions and Diſorders, made by Turbulenc Incend:aries. 

We are nut Unfenſible, thar ſome Officious and Envious Agents are in the botrom 
of this Turbulent Atremprt ; who, altho' they may pretend to be Reformed Proteſtants, 
yer favour too much of a Popiſh Perſecuting Spirit, (Juſtiy Compluin'd of by Prote- 

” Rants) and whote Work tends to bring an Od/:m upon the Proteftan” Religion 

3. We preſume the ſaid G. K. can Produce no Legal Commiſſion trom the Civil Au- 
thority, either by ACt of Parliament, or under the Great Szal of "-7/and, Aumnualy to 
Ere& and hold his faid Court of Judicature, to Summon, Convit 21d Condemn Pra. 
kers (io called) or any other Free-Born Englith-Men, or Proteitant Subje&s for Hirefle 
or Hercticks, who are contrariwiſe Legally Recognrzzd. 

4. His feigned and falſe Prerence of 7://; Deſiring the Perſons and Netting aforeſaid 
to be preſent (7.e. to hear themſelves Recharged, Convited and Conderna'd of Fil: ind 
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GroſeRereſier, &c.) appears, not only a peremptory Summons, but his Noiſe of 37le and 
Groſs Errors, and Hereſies, ſpreading Gangreen and Contegion,, Infettiing many Thouſands in th, ſ: 
Tirce Nations, &c. dozs much Reſemb!e the Popiſh Ciamours and Cahumnics againſt Pro- 
teftant Martyrs, and then away with them, cu; them: off ; and Fire and Faggot followed, 
when the Writ de Heretico Comburendo, and the Six Bloody Articles were in F Orce, 31. 
H.8. Ch. 14. both which are juſtly and happily Repeal'd. 

* 5. Fer the ſame Reaſons, which the Parliament gave in the 16th. Year of K. Charles I. 
avain(t the Coryt of Star-Chamber, and High-Commiſſion-Court (Ch. 9. 16.) and for taking 
away, and diſſolving the fame (tho* thete had more Face of Author ©y, than this ot G. 
Keith's) we Qppoſe, Deny and Proteſt againſt theſe his Irregular and Atbitrary Procee- 
dings and his new Court of Judicarure, and Uſurped Power and Avthority therein, as 
(nor only tending to Diſcord, Diſorder, and Perſecution, and Endangeringathe Publick 
Peace, but alſo) Repugnant ro the Great Chartey, Fundamnital Laws (aud I berties of Eng- 
ſand) Providing that no Free-Man fhaf be Condemned, or any way D:f'rozed without due Or- 
dey of Law ; .as well as exprefly contrary to the Intent and Tenor oi the late Att of Par- 
liament, made in the firſt Year of the Reign of K. William and Q. Mary, Enrituled, An AF 
for Exempting tir Maj:ſlies Proteſtant Subjetis Difſenting from the Church of England, &c. 


. made for the Exſe of Scruprilons Conſcientes in the Exerciſe of Religion, as an Eff:funl Means to 


Unite their Majcfiies Proteſtant Subjefts in Intereff and Afetjfim. And the Meeting-Places 
thereby Permitted or Allow'd and Recorded, being for RELISIDUS WORSHIP, as in 
the ſaid Att is Expreſſed, Conſequently, not for Diviſion, Diſcord or Stages of Conten- 
tion ; and therefore we are not free, either'as Men or Chrift'ans, to Subje& our ſelves 
ro any ſuch Trregular Summons, or Arbitrary Power and Uluryation, as aforeſaid. 

6. Hereſie having been made an High Crime in Law [Mrror, Tuticez, p.16] and high- 
i7 Puniſhable, G. K.'s Publickly Staging and Branding us as Herericks, appears both an 
High Defamation, ind tending to Deſtroy vs in our Reputations and Liberties alſo, both 
contrayy to Law and Goſpe), and ro Introduce a new and ſevere Perſecution to Gratify 


. his Envy. For his Turbulent, Perſecuting Spirit and Apoſtacy, from Chritian Chart- 


ty, Meckneſs and Moderation, and from that Faith that Works by Love, ſufficiently 
appear ; alſo by his Earneſt Expeſularion with the moſt Pious and Learned of th: Church of 
England (as Flatteringly he Terms rth*m) to Incente both the Clergy and Civil Autho- 
rity againſt us, in his Printed PoMcripr/ to his Autichrifts and Sadf:icrer, and therein 
Commending the Popiſh Warch-Men of Rome, and Popiſh Comtrizs, above mot among £72 
Preteſtante, for their Zeal-againft ſuch Antichriftian Errors and Here/ter, as he there would 
make the World believe, Quakers hold mich worſe than 7e worſt of Popery (p.40,41.) and 
his Summoning and Condemnmg us as Hereticks, appears ſo much Reſembling the Pra- 
Qtice of ſome of his Country-Min of the Preib;revy, ro Incenſe the Rabb!e or Mob 
againſt our Friends in Scotland, as they have of Jate ſhametully done, both in Glaſeaw 
and Edcuborovgh, to the Great and Barbarous Abuſe of onr poor harmle3 Friends in thoſe 
Parts, by their. bitter Clamours and Afperiions againft them, as Herericks, &&e, That we 
humbly lope, the Civil Proteſtant Government of, Eng!:ns will never Countenance or 
Permit ſe:ck unwarrantable Uſurpation, which 1s not to uſe only $9:r::.a! Weapons (as he 
preter.ds) bur is of a contrery Nature and} Tendence. We having treated the ſaid GX. 
42 17:2.y Sele& ang Sol2mn Mectings, we have had with him, in all Chritian Patience 
and Tenderneſs on our parts ; which were Slighted and Rejetted by kim. Thus we have 
Anſwer'd his 4.lvert/entent and Summons, ad hominem, as Peactabie, Free-Born Engliſn- 
Men, whoſe preſcgr Liberty ought nor tb be Invaded or Diſquicted, either by any Ar- 
bitrary Ufaxpaticn, or Contemtious Irreiigious Meetings, whoſe End is to Aſperſe and 
Abuſe others : Nor may fuch, with fatzty, be*Imitared, Ailowed or Aborted by any of 
d:fferent Perſwatons. - Y 
Now, ler ir be obſerved, witatever may happen to be tiie EfeAs or Conſequence of 
the $11 G., K's Diorderly 2nd Unwarrantable Proceedings, or Mecting aforeſaid, we 
have given out this Solemn Peoteſtapwon 2gaink the ſame, ro Manitelt our own Inno- 
c2ncy ang Clearneſs theretrom: 
IT-itten, in Binalf of the People 
1»don, the 26th. Day cf euiil:d Quatzers, by ſome of 


tie 24 Month, 1Gg5 6 frem Concerned, 
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Some Reflections upon the foregoing Proteltation, 


T has been the common Cuſtome of the Luakers, ſince their firſt 
appearing in the World, to provoke others ro Diſpures, and to An- 
' ſwer all Challenges ſent to them for that purpoſe, as defiring nothing 
more than the 'occation of Yindicating and Propagating thair Princi- 
ples in the Face of the World. They readily embrac'd the Invitation of 
the Baptiſis to a publick Diſputaticn at Barh5icas; and after gave them js 
the Challenge, and had their Tryal of skill at their Adeeting-place in 
Wheeler-ſtreet; and. aſter printed rheir Conferences; They had frequent. 
D:/putes with Mr. Baxter, and ſeveral others, Bur theſe two years 
paſt, tney havealter'd their Method ; rhey are grown more ſedate and 
modeft, or thev find their Cauſe not fo Tena'ls as formerly they though 
it; and rail at G. Ci: for bringing. them now*'ts the like Teſt. 
They patiently cidu: 4 his printed Challenge ro them laſt year, tome: e 3 z 
him at Tarners- Hall, aid juſtite their Poft-2nes. Some of their number 
went thicher, and made ſome oppoſition, but without any Deputation, 
as they ſaid, from the Body of the 2uakers, : Ss Dy 
This year they have received another Challenge from him. tothe ſame ' 
puspoſe,to which the foregoing Proteftation is all the Anſwer they return'd ; 
and ſutfer'd him to produce his Charges of groſs Herefics againſt them, 
before the Auditory there Aﬀſembled, withour any orher oppoſition, 
Therefore this their Proteſtation and whole Def:uce ought ſeriouſly to 
be conſider'd, which I will do without Paſio» or 7/!-werds, other than 
when I am forc'd to repeat ſome of theirs. For, 
» -=e4 The defign of the following Refle&:ons is only to bring the .DQuakers to 
a thorow Conviction of their Errors; and to ſuch an Acknowledament and 
8 Confeſſion of them, as is indiſpenſible to a true Conviction. There is no- 
thing more deſir'd of them than to Retraf and Diſown what is prov'd to 
be faulty in their Writings ; and ſuch Faxits as are either . deſtruftive to 
the Faith, or Scandalom (and fo ſinful) to the Repatations of their Neigh- 
bours, in giving falſe and wncharitable Repreſentations of them. And this 
they are obligd to do by all the Rules of Chriſtianity, ir being the ſmal- 
leſt Ser:5fattion that they can rnake, to repair (lo far at leaft) the /nju- 
ries thereby done to the Chriſtian DoFrine z and to the good Name of thule 
. whom they have wrongfully Traduced, 
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But this Proteſtation ſhews how unwillingly they are brought to either, 
By their ſhifting and ſtrain'd Excuſes for not appearing in their own De- 
fence. As in the firſt line, that G. Keith is a Scotch-m2y. Again, p.2, 
That his deſign is to gratify the Pepiſh Intereſt; and that there are un- 
der-hand Offcious and Envious Agents, whoſe work tends to bring an Odi- 
um upon the Proteſtant R:ligion., 

Bur theſe deſerve no Aniwer, being but Clamonrs; and as groundleſs 
as his,who call'd his Refſty Horſe Popiſhly affete4, For the DeteFion of the 
Duakers by Proteſtants, is ſofar from bringing any Odium upon the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, that it is the only Method to preſerve the Proteſtant Rel:- 
£0n from the Scandal that mult unavoidably fail upon it, if the Quakers 
areallow'd to come under that Denomination, For then muſt we own 
them as Proteſtants, who have thrown off the Sacraments, and all out- 
ward Prieſthood and Ord -nances; nay,- who deny the Hoy Trinity; the 
Divinity of that Man, Feſws our Lord, or Redemption by his Blood out» 
ward/y thed; the Reſurrection of the Body ; or a Final and outward Fadg- 
z2cnt at the end of the World. Then, are they good Proteſtants who eſteem 
the B:ſhops, and Church of England to be Baal's Pricſts, Conjurers, nay 
very Devils, Can they and we both be Proteſtants? Whar a Notion will 
this beget of Prot:ſftancy! How Involy'd and Self-contradift:ow ; How 
Contemptible and Odiows will this render the Name of Proteſtant to all the 
World! Will not this Latzsde bring Socinians and Deiſts; even Mahoe 
met and the very Heathen within the Pale of the Proteſtant Communion | 

Therefore it is abſolutely neceſſary, either that we ſhou'd renounce the 
Name of Proteſtants, or no longer Compriſe the 2uakrrs within thar 
Pale: That is, unleſs they can fally and clearly Juſtifie their Arie Te- 
ſtimanies as to theſe things objected againſt them, or otherwiſe, now at 
laſt, freely Diſown and Condemn them, 

Till they ſhall be brought to do one of theſe, 'tis in onr own Defence 
that we Diſpute againſt them; and they cannct brand this with the Ig- 
nominious Names cither of Severity or Perſ:cation. "Rey 

They are the Agereſors. . They have Atrack'd our Religion in all the 
Parts of it; our B:ſhops and Cleyzy, and our whole Conſtitmtion. 

And we require no greater amends, for all that they have done againſt 
ns; than to ſay, That they are /or-y for it,and have done us wrong ;z and 
thatthey will no longer ſtin:d by thoſe who have ſought and endeavour'd 
our Rain. | | 

And tho' they ſhou'd refuſe us even this 7Zuſtice, and Reaſonable Secu- 
rity for the furure; yer we preſs for no Perſ:cution againſt them ; for no 
Fines or Impriſonments: But only, that we ſhou'd not be oblig'd to ac- 
knowledge them as true Proteſtants, and that we may have Liberty 
ro juſtifi® our ſelves, and our Religion againſt the grievous Calummnies 
With which they have loaded buth. 

And 
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- And if this be refus'd to us, the Cry of Perſecution] will run on our 1ice. 
For, what greater or more unJuit Perſecstion can there be, than to compel 
- Mento lye till under the ſevereit Reproaches, and debar them from the Pri 
vilege due to the greatelt Offenders, to make any Defence, or ſo much as a 
Complaint of their Suſferings, however wndeſery d ! 

Is it no Ferſecation of the Tongue for the Quakers to repreſent our Clergy -, 
as the Yileſft and moſt Odions of Mankind ; 2s an Abominable Tribe the Bane of 
Soul and Body, 8&c. And do they call it a Perfection in us fo much as to Re- 
»w:mber or Kepeat the Epitherts, which they have given us, and which they 
itiflrefuſe to Retratt ; tor (as ſaid at firſt ) that is all which is Cefir'd of ther, 
Burt now let us conſider their ProtejF ation, 

Page 1. It refers to their Anſwers in print, particularly to G, Keit#s 
Narrative,and ſays,that they are yet wnr-ply'd ro,whereas that Anſwer to the 
Narrative has been Reply'd to in Satay Diſrob'd,which is yet wnreply'd to, Ex- 
cept in G. Whitehead's carping at ſome Paſlages in it, ia his pretended Anſwcr 
to The Snake in the Graſs. i614. He fays they were ſummon d without their 
Privity ; that is falſe,for they had notice in print about a Month before.Bur it 
was without their Conſent or Agreement, that's true, for they wou'd never 
Conſent to have their Errors expos'd. This is the Plea (if it wou'd be 
admitted) of all Gzilty Perſons, who do not Conſent, or Agree, to be 
brought to Juſtice, or to have their Crimes Detected. Bur, if they 
were Innocent, they -wou'd defire to clear themſelves, 

As to their Reaſozs held forth in their Proteſt ation. 

L. Firſt, They operate in everyArticle as ſtrongly againſt their publick Dit- 
putations with'the Baptiſts at Barbican, Wheeteys ſtreet,Gtc. Their coming into 
Churches in time of Divine Service,and provoking the Prieſts to Diſputewith 
them;againſt thewhole method of their own firſt ſetting up,and alltheir man- 
ner of Proceeding ſince. 2dly,The Meeting appointed at Twrners-Hall,11 }un: 
laſt, and this 29 April was no Corrt of Zaudicature, nor any Comrt at all, 
only for the Information of who pleas'd to be preſent, and to have gi- 
ven the Puakers an opportunity. to v:ndicate themſelves, if they thought 
themſelves miſrepreſented; and which it's not to be doubted but they : 
wou'd have dvne, if they thought they cou'd have done it. For, why 
wou d they, who have ſought, and even forc'd, all opportunities to re- 
commend their Doftrine, rcfule ſuch an occaſion that was offer'd to 
them? and to have done it with fo great Adyantage, in the face of the 
Nation? not cnly to Eſtabliſh their own DoCtrine, but to overthrow 
their Opponents? and that with ſo much the more Advantage, that it 
was at rhe Inſtance of their Adverſaries, and by their provocation ? Bur 
their Plezding that. they are Free-borw Engliſh Men to excuſe it, is 
Pleading Gwil:y in a very fooliſh and ſhameful manner. And their: oh- 
jecting that G, K, had no Legal Power for what he did, was Condemn- 


ing ot G. Fox and all the Zaakers, who never ſo much as pretended to 
any 
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any Legal Power for all their Qppoſitions and Dſpatations, which were in 


Cirect contradiction to' the Legal Powers, and by an Authority (as they 
Prectenced) far ſuperior to all Legal Powers upon Earthz and by which 
they took upon them to declare rhe Laws null and of none <«ffe@, as in 
caſe of Tythes, of maintaining an-outward Prieſt-hood, &c. Burt more e- 


ſpecially as to their Diſcipline of the Second days Meeting, of their Month- 
ly, Burrierly, and Yearly Meetings, Which are direct Courts, and-of 7 ds- 
cature too ; for therein they grant Orders, inflict Cenſares, as of 'Excoms- 


munication againſt G. Keuh, &c. Have Deputies and Repreſentatives from 
all the Counties of England, and fromother parts of the World, 


ask'd of them in their own words, viz. What Legal Pow:r they have to E- 
rett any ſuch new Courts of Fudicature, and therem ſet up themſelves as Fudges 
(which G. K. did not at Twrners Hall, but leftit rothe Auditors to Judge 
for themſelves } and pablickly ſtage, brand, and cond:mn peaceable Proteſtant 
Subjets (i.e. both the Church of England, and Diſlenters)- and that in their 
abſence too (who are alſo Free born Engliſh Men) as Hereticks; (nay more, 
as Devils [ncarnate,Baal s Prieſts, Dogs Wolves, Conjurers, 6c.) And thereby 
. &-, ,* to endeavour to expoſe tem to the ſcorn contempt aud rage of a mix'd mul- 
titude, who are unmeet to fudge of Religions and Spiritual Matters or Con- 
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But they have herein ſtarted a very material Queſtion, which ought to be 


rroverfies? And this connot come within the AZ of Toleration, which is only 
for Rcliziows Worſoipz, and its expreſly caution'd, that it ſhall be with their 
Doors open,that all may have liberty to Come in and hear ; otherwiſe they 
forfeit all the Priviledges of that A&.- Now at the Meetings before men- 
tion'd, they have their Doors fhur, and Door-keepers at them, to keep 
out all them they think fir not to admit ; and their Buſineſs is Governwent 
and Diſcipline, which is'no ways within the 4#, and comes under the 
* penalty of all thoſe Laws which prohibit-all Convocations, Meetings, Con- 
_ſultations, &c, without the King's Licence ; much more to Enatt, Promul- 
fate, or Decree any Orders or Conſtitutions whatſoever, Now, if the Bi- 
jheps and Clergy of England, tho' Recogniz'd and Eftabliſh'd by the Law, 
WE wou'd incur a Premwnire ſo much as to met, c:ſult, or debate, tho* con- 
cerning only their own Order and Spirits-l juriſdiction, 'without the 
Kim's Licence ; How the y: 
and ycarly,nay Weekly exerciſe it without conggote! Further, if when the ' FG, 
Cjergy do meer in-Ceancil, Convec ation, or Bows 4 


n have the 2aakers this Authority ; and freely, 


the Kinr may have his 


ammijſioner preſent, to inſpett, and even to regvlate their ProcceCings, 
that nothing* may be there Tranſatted prejudicial to tl; Goverament : 
' - How much more reaſonable is it, that tho' the Qnakers Convocations or 


—_— 


$ynods were tollerated by Law, yer that the King thon'd have his Com- 


miſſioners there to inſpect their Proceedings, and give an account of their 
Debates? If Chriſtian Emperors and Kinos have had their Ambaſſadors 
and Ainiters preſent in the General Councils; If the Hzponots in France 


have ſubmitted, nav defired and requeſted to have the King's Commiſſio- 


x75 preſint in thoſe Synods, which by His Majeſtics Grace and Favour, 
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they have been ſuffer'd to hold, that rhe Government might not only be 
ſecur'd from any Attempts of theirs, but all Fears, or ſo much as fea- 
lonfies taken away. If the Prezbyterians in Scotland, thy now Eſtabiſhed 
as the National Religion, have the like Comm:rſſioner preſent in their Ge= 
neral Aſſemblies, why ſhou'd not the Quakers be vblig'd ro receive a 
Commiſſioner from the Government into the Second-days, Monthly, Qnarter- 
ly, at leaſt intotheir Nearly Meetings? If at their b« ginning they were ron 
inconſiderable for the norice of the Government, they are now become 
a Numcrow, a Wealthy, and a Potent People; and in all reipects worthy 
not to be neglected. 

Il. They give us a conſiderable hint, in ſaving that they are Lezai- 
ly Recognized by the Parliament; and. thence 'weoud infer, that its a 
Crime againſt the Government to accuſe them of Heres, which is hig7- 
ly puniſhable by the Law. 

I. But, is not Tarner:- Hall as much Recognized and Tol:yated as Grace- 
church-ſtreete? And is not Apoſtacy as grievous a Charge as Her:/i-? And 
do not the Grace- church-ſftreet Duakers accute thoſe of Turners Hall for 
Apoſtates? Ler them acquit themſelves of this, and art the ſame rime 
they have cleared G. K. and thoſe of Tarners- Hall from this Charge, 

2. But are not other D:ſſenters as much within the Act of Tolleration 
as the .Puakers: And how do the Quakers treat them > See their Book 
Entituled Duakeriſm a new Nick Name, &Cc. p. 165. Where they call them 
Anill-bred Pedantick Crew ; the bane of Religion, and p:[t of lthe World,'the ol4 
Incendiaries to miſchief, and beſt to be ſpared of mankind; arainſt whom the 
boylmny Vengeance of an Irritated Ged is ready to be poxred out. And are 
ſuch Men as theſe fit to be Tolerated! Are ſuch Men as theie fit to be 
Recogniz'd by the Parliament, as Proteſtants! What an Odiuni mult this 
bring upon the very Name of Proteſtant, not only amongſt the Papiſts, 
but with all that call themſelves Chriſtians, cvento the very H:atacn, 
and all mankind, who will believe this Repreſentation of our DiJenter:, 
which is given by the Prakers! And what fort of Refleftion dovs this 
imply upon the Parliament, which does Recognize theſe Men 4% Pro- 
reſtants, and make a Law on purpoſe to grant you Telleration! This 18 
Referr'd ro the Committee of Priviledzes to conſider. 

3. But ler us go a little further. The Charch of England is not only 
Recogniz'd and Tolerated, but Eſt«bliſhed by Law. And it regard to Laws 
ought to be obſerv'd, ſhe might expect ſome more decer.t Treatment (upon 
that account) at the hand of the Lwuakers, who now picad the Jaws in 
their Detence. And the common Epith:r which the Cleryy of the Church 
of England receives from the Puakers, is that of Faal g Pric?s, as tre 
quently in G. Fox's Journal, and the reſt of their Bo-jks, Ari ths makes 
them nor only Herericks, bur downright [dolators, as | 4:4 as ihe verv 
Heiathin, Nay, the Quakers call them Dewils, Conjurcrs, Toit?! Dogs, 
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Wolver, 8&c. In their Gaide Miſtaken, &c. p. 18, you have this Elegant 
Deſcription of them, wiz. The [ale Gormandizing Prieſts of Enzland, run a- 
way with I50000l. a Tear, wnder pretence of God 5 Miniſters: And no 
ſort of People have been ſo univerſally through Ages, thewiry bane of Soul and 
Bod) of the Univerſe, as that Abominable Tribe, for whom the Theatre of God's 
moſt dreadful Ven; eance 13 Reſery. d, to Att their Eternal Tragedy wpon, QC. 
And in Excuſe ſor theſe fort of Expreſſions, they ſay again in their Scrvom A - 
polo. y p. 156. That had they bren ten thouſand times more ſignificant, earneſt 
ayd ſharp ay aſt that curſed bitter Stock of Hirelings, they had boon but enough ; 
and I wow d then ſay uot enourh, but that the Reverence I bear to the Holy Spirit 
(i. e. in the Quakers) weow'a oblige me to aquieſce in whatever he ſhou d utter 
throw. h any Prophet, or Servant of the Lord, 1. &. the Duakers Prephets, who 
vented theſe ſoft Expreſſions againſt the Clergy of the Church of England; 
whrch it ſeems needed an Apolog y for ach ws. rs Aquieſcing in ſuch, and not 
inventing more ſparp, Which | juppo.c ali the Fares in Hell cou'd not help 
them to, Burt being fo ſtinted ry Muldaeſs, the atorcſaid Author goes on, 
(:b1d.) againſt the Cler y thus, And we have nothing for them but Woes and 
Plagues, who have mad: Drunk the Nations, and laid them to ſleep on Downy Beds 
of ſoft Sin, pleaſing | _—_— wrulſt they have cut their Purſes, and pick.d their 
Pockets; Tophets prepar a for thews to Att their Eternal Tragedy upon, whoſe 
Scenes will be renewed Direfwl, Angniſi:ung Wees of an Eternal [rreconcileable 
HIF:Ce. 

_ they make an Excuſe, for not ſaying teu thouſand times more ſignif: « 
cant, earneſt and ſrarp InveCtives againſt the Charch of England; and ſay, 
that if they cou'd, all wou'd be too little for them. We are much obliged 
to them for their Love! But where is their Reverence for Laws, with 
which they ſo much Preſs 6. Keith, for Invading (as they. pretend) the 
Att of Toleration,. in Acculing themof Hereſie? While they make no Ce- 
remony of Ramming all the Chwrch of England into Hell, and are ſorry 
they cannot find a Flace ten thowſand times worle tor them; and take no 
Account at all of their being Eſtabliſh'd. by Law ; or of their being Free- born 
Em:liſh- men, which they Plead as their Security, to bide and cover them 
from G. X-ith, &c. 

4. But tho* they Appeal to the Laws, when they ſecm to Favour them, yer, 
ifin any thing they go Counter tothe leait of their iPrinciples, they Damn 
both Zaws, and Law makers, and all who dare ows or obey any ſuch Laws. 
Thus when Laws were made for the Payment of Tjthes to the Clergy, the 
Luakers buldly declar'd tuch Laws to be Null, and. Void, Damn'd the 
Law makers for Devils, and all ſuch as ſhould Obey them. And this ap- 
pears under the Hands of above ſeven Thowſar dof them, Printed, 1659, 
under this Jitle. Thefe ſeveral Papers were ſent to the Parhament, the 20th, 
day of the 5th. Month, 1659. being above ſeven Thouſand of the Names of the 
Hand mids, and U.nzhters of the Lord, and ſuch as feel the Oppreſſion of - 

: Tyihes,, 
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Tythes, &&c. And the likes was Subſcrib'd by many more Thouſand! of the 
Men. 2uakers z and all Approv'd and Directed by their Great Apoſtle G. 
Fex, In the aboveſaid Book, p. 3. they fay, The Commands of Men 
muſt be Annulled, that take Tythes, and noi to be Ob:y'd by then that live in the 
Covenant of God,and p. 21. Trercſore we with ro Nemes and Hinds, bear onr 
Teſtimony againſt Tythes, the gry'r of them, the (cttev of them wp, and the ta- 
ker of them, and p. 63. We Declare with our Hands, and with onr Lives and 
Eſtates, againſt the Miniſtry that takes Tythes, — —an1 the Law that upholds 
them. andp. 71. Are net all theſe [ut up by the Dragoii's Power, and held wp 
by the Dragon's Power, the Devagrer, the Deſtroy:r? Is nat this the Power of 
the Devil? &Cc. 

Here the Parliament are the Dragon and the Dev l! and they Engage 
their Livesand Eſtates, in a Solemn Leag ue and Covenant a7ainſt them, and 
their Laws ; Which L:ws they now hold up as a Eackicr to Shild them from 
the Force of G. Keith, 

5. Bur they proc-ed further than all this. They not only Condemn 
Laws, when they are againit them; but they l'eclare againit al Ma; :- 
ſracy, except in their own Hands; but eſpecially againit that of  K#. z, 
The Lords Riſen (lays Edward Burrox:h, inhis Standard, &c p. 9.) To 6- 
wver'iurn, everiurn Kings aud Princes, and Govrruments, and Laws; and he 
will change Times, and Laivs, and Gou:rnuments, There ſhall b: no King, but 
Jeſms, nor no Government of Force, but th: Government of the Lamb, 1. &. of 
the 2uakers, who think themſelves only tobe in kis Power. G. Fox. in his 
A Word from the Lord, Þ. 15. Say's, There « that ayature that wow'd have 
an Earihly King to Reign, 11 which Nature lodreth the Aurtherer, And in a 
Book of his, which bears this Title, Several Papers oven forth by George 
Fox. Printed, 1660. He ſay's, p 8. All Kings and Emperors hav: ſprung 
up in the Night, ſinc* the days of the Apoſil's amonz; the Antichriſts. 
and p. 12, Sothe Chriſtians go our from Chriſt, and ſ:t up Kings, like the Hea- 
then, p. 16. We know that the Kings are the Spiritual Figyptians, got wp 
ſince the days of the Apoſtles ——-p.9.and 18. You never Read of au (King ) 
among the Chriſtians, but among the Apeſtates, ſince the days of the Ap»- 
ſtles, p. 8. Manyery for an Eartly King, and will have Cetar, and 
not this the ſame naturethe Jews warin? ird do not thiy in this Cracific 
Jeſus ?— -P. 9. Are net all theſ: Chriſtians, that will avt: ſo much of a 
Ea#thly King, Traytors againſt Chritt ? And will theſe that are tree Chri- 
ſtians, have any more K ings among them, but Chriit? / (xy that w the 
Falſe Church that doth no! ly: wporthe H.ads of the Kings, GC, 1, 6. 
their Cent, to trample them under their Feet. The Lord wilt cl*ar the Land 
ef yow (Rulers, Pricits, &c.) and not any that Kyjitts Chrift, ſnail Kule in 
England. Say they, in D:/covery of Enmity, &c. p. 29. Now. whether 
they do not think th2ta!l Church of England-men do Rieft Chriſt; they 


have ſhewa in the above Epithirs, which they have given of them : and 
B 2 that 
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that they think the ſame of all others, bur themſelves, ſee The Suake 
Graſs. 29. Edi. Seft, 16. p. 1g9. 

Thus much for Kings. And now for the Remainder of the Conſtitution 
of our Government, the next, is the Homſe of Lords, Towards whom G. 
Fox (ſhews h 8 Reſpect in a Paper, which he directs To th e Comncil of Officers 
of the Army, &c, Printed, 1659, Where Exulting in the Victories of the 
Saints againſt the King, among other Marks of their Holin:ſs, and to 
Guard againit Returning to the Old Conltitution of Kizr, Lords, &c. 
Which then begain to Threaten the Vſarpers, and towards which he fear'd 
{oine of them did roo much incline ; he minds them of their former Glorious 
R:bellion, and ſays, P. 7. Oh what a Sincerity was once in the Nation ! What, 
a Dirty Naſty thing it wau'd have been, to have heard of a Houſe of Lords among 
them! Thus Civilly dos he make his Court to their Lordſhips. 

Now for the whole Parliament, the Quakers make as Bold with them, 
and Preach upthe Lawfulneſs of the Peoples(whom they call their Maſters) 
taking Arms againſt them, and turning, them our of Doors, Thus ſays 
Francis Howg'il in his Information, and alſo Advice to the Army, &c. p. 5, 
Hany (lays he) are ſo Doating onthe Name of a Parliament, astho' it were 
Eſſential, and cries ap Priviledge of Parliament. But if they will not hearken * 
zo the Voice of theix Maſters the People, but may be call them Rebels and Tray- 
tors, if the ſnou'd be twrncd out, Oc, 

How luckily now have the Lwzakers brought in the Laws of the Land, 
in their Aid-againſt G. Keith, as if themſelves were wholly Innocent in this 
Matter ! But they have thereby given occaſion for very Neceſſary and 
Important Conſiderations tobe had upon this Head, Bur I proceed. 

1. They Accuſe G. Keith of a —_—_ toInvade their Property, in Char- 
ging them with ſuch a Penal Crime as Herefie; and to raile a Perſecution 
againſt rhem* | 

This is a Pitifal anda Guilty Plea ; And the proper Defence had been'to 
have Appear'd and Juſtified themſelves. Bur ro hide themſelves under Acts 
of Parl:ament, being Free-born Engliſh-men, and ſecuring of their Property's, 
is flving out of the Pit, and calling for Help from the By-ſtanders, which is 
viclding upthe Cauſe to all [ntents and Purpoſes ;. and leaving their Con+ 
3#eror: to Triamph, without any Cppolition, 

Bur it ſerves tor other Ends, which they little dream'd of, even to call 
their own Sins to Remembrance, For they Accus'd G. Xeith of this ſame 
Crime of Herejie, for Preaching of an outward Chriſt, belides their Light 
w.thin, Which they call'd Preaching of ewe Chriſt's. And they Profſecuted 
nm for this, and Proceeded even to an Accuſation againſt his Life. As 
you may fee in the Printed Tryals of him, aridothers in Penſilvania; and 
ina Book Ictiruled, The Hereſie and Hatred, which was Falſly Char;'d upon 
the Innocent, Juſtly Keturnd wpon the Guilty, G&cc, Printed at . T4itade!. 
Mia, 1692, | 


— 
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But with what Face cow'd theſe Men Accuſe G. Xeity for Invading of Pro- 
perty, whoſe Avowed Principles are to the Deltruction of the Property's of 
others? Asin the Caſe of Tythes, which are as much the Property of the 
Glergy, Confirmed by Atts of Parliament, as any Man's Eſtate in Exg- 
land. 

And notonly in Tythes, wherein they pretend ſome Scruple of Conſci- 
ence; for their Conſcience extends likewiſe to other Mens Hoxſes and Lands. 
G. Fox, in his fifty nine Particulars, which he ſent to the Parliament of the 
Common-wealth of England, Printed, 1659. p. 6. the 32. Particular is in 
theſe Words, Let all thoſe Fines that belong to Lords of Mannors, be given to 
the pror People , for Lords have enowrh. And Particular 29. Let all theſe Ab- 
by lauds, Gleab lands that is given io the Pricfts, be groen to the Poor of 152 
Nation ; and l:t all the great Hon':s, Abby's, Steeple hogſes (this 1s tne 
Name they give, in ſcorn,. to our Churches} and White bail bs for Aims- 
houſes, for the Blind and Lame to bet/: ye, &c, Here White hall mill go too, 
as well as the Fines of Loras of Mannrs. Ard inthe foremer.tion © A- 
dreſs to the ſame Parliament, 1659. Sublcrib'd by above ſeven Thouſand (t 
the 2uakers, P.59. 63. and 65. they Require that the late King (as thei 
Rebels Stil'd him ) his Rents, Parks, ard Houſes ſhou'd be Sol4, and all the 
Colledges, and their Lands. And the very B:lls our of the Charches, except 
one in a Town, to give notice of Fire, SC, 

This was no Invading of Prop-rty in tnem! Burt forG. Keith, or any 
other ro Detect their Errors, this 1s Encroaching upon their Property, as 
Engliſh men! Andnolefs than a direct Perſecution! And therefore they 
cry out upon the Zrachium ſeculare, the Temporal Laws io come in to their 
Reſcue. Of which they have ſo ofren and !audly complained againſt 
others, as a Pop;ſo Principle, to Anfiver by tuch [nguiſitiens, inſtead of Avr- 


guments, 


Bur let us compare this Terrible Perſecution of G. Keith, with what the 
Laakers have Preecid up, and that in rhe Name of the Loyd, againſt 
others, George Biſhop, in his Warninns of the Lord, &c. Printed, 1660. 
P. 19. Cry s out tt the Officers of the Amy, Rememaber \ralck, that: rs 
(ſays he) the Soul Marthering, and Conſcience-bmding Clergy man, bl t ont the 


| Remembrance of Amalck from under Heauen—— ye ſpall not forget it, And 


of the Lawyers he ſay's, Yex the Midianites, for they Vex you with ther Wiles, 
And G. Fox, in Neis out of the North, p. 38, Proclaims thus, Slay Baal, 
Balaam muſt be Slain, and all the Hirelings muſt be turn'd cat rf the King dow. 
Theſe are their common Epithets for the Clergy. x; 
Andin h's Papiſts Strength,G&c. Printed, 1658. p. 19. he favs. Aud his [ 
Declare in the Pre/ence of the Lord God, and all the Mariltrates thut bein God's” 
Fear, they will break aown the Mals heuſ.s, Schools, and Colledres, which yaw 
wake Prieſts and Mainiſters in. Ih.$wasto pull down the Veſts, that the 
Rooks might be Barnined, But they were not to Eſcape fo well: For 95 
({aYys 
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(favs Edward Burrongh, in his Word of Advice te the Sexldiers, p. 2.) Give 
—— Blood to drink, for they are worthy ! This was Comfortable Advice 
to Sonldiers1 They arz ready Execntioners! When thus Holloo'd by Pro- 
phery ſent from the Loyd, as they pretended. Slay Balaam | wen the Mi- 
dianites ! Root ot the Re mm wbrance of Amalck from wndcy Heeyen | Give the 
Prieſts Blood to drink, twrn the Hirelir gs out of the Kingdom! Here was no 
Deſign of Perſecution, or Hurting of any Man s Property ! or of Rewiling, and 
Blemiſhing the Reputation of Free born Engliſh men; and Expoſing chem 
to the Fury of the Mob! To the Scorn, Contempt, and Rage of amix! XMul- 
titude, who are Vnmeet to fudge of Keligi1us and Spiritual Matters or Contro- 
verſies, as the Anakers Urge againit G. Kerth, Bur it ſeems that the 
thought common Souldiers were good and ſifficient Zudyes of Comer 
G. Fox Addreſles his ſweet Paper, ( before mentioned) not only To the Comn- 
cil of Oſſiceys of the Army, and the He ids of the Nation, but for the Inferior 
Officers and Souldiers to Read, as it is Worded in the Direction, 

IV. But perhaps the £aakers have chang'd their Mind fince thoſe Times ; 
and are now become more Sober, and Peaceable in their Diſpoſitionsz 1 
hope ſo of many of them. Bur chen this is againſt the Will and Dircfion 
of their Leaders ard Relers. For fince all the late Objections which have 
been made againit them, both as to their Errors in Faity, and their vio- 
lent Perſccuting Principles, they have in their laſt Tearly Mocting in Lone 
an, 1696, Re-alſerred the whole; that none may think chey are 
chang'd in the leaſt Tittle. For in che Yearly Epiſile, then given forth, 
and Printed, they Exhort all the Quakers, not to be mov'd art all the 
Objections againſt their Ancient Do#tors, or to think them to have been 
Fallibl: (for then down” muſt come their whole Foundation) burt-to 
itand ſtiff to their Tackle, or, as they word it, to hold wp the Holy 
Teſtimony of Truth, which bath made us (ſays that Decretory Epiſtle) 4 
People to God, and preſerved w ſo unto this Day; aund that in all the Parts 
of ut: For Truth is one, and changes not ; and what it Conwinced us of to 
be kwil in the beginning, it Keproves [{5ll. i, e. The Church of Eigland, 
and all our Magiſtrates, Kings, Loras, and Commons, to be Serpents, De- 
vils, Scarl:t-coulored-bealis, &c. Ard they Maintain their Ancient Teſti= 
miny, and that, in all theparts of it, For, Truth ts one, and changes We , 
The fnakers whoare, and alwavs have been in the Truth, have not 
Changed at all ſince the Begrnning, So that by this, they have made 
themiclves Anſwerable tor all that they have ſaid* fince their Begin- 
ning. 

Add in that Yearly Epijile, mention is made of Deputations ſent thither 
from Barbadoes, Maryland, W:8 jerſey, Penfiluania, Burmudocs, Antegua, 
Holland, Ireland and Scotland, which ſhews the Extent of their Dominions, 
And this Tearly Epifte goes thruugh all theſe, and Engages the whole 


Body of the Luakers. | V. Now 
. 
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V. Now the Application which it is Rational to make of all this, is, 
That theſe .Q»akers having not fewer than a thouſand Meetings in Eng- 
land; which, by computing but a Hundred to a Meeting, one with an 
other, will amount to one Hundred Thouſand in England alone, belidcs all 
the Countries above-namd. It1s therefore very reaſonable that ſo great 
a Body ſhou'd not be neglected, eſpecially conſidering, that they are 
grown very Wealthy, and are the moſt compacted in their Government 
and Diſcipline of any Commwunity that is amongit us. 


And if they are ſuch irreconcilable Enemies to our Cherch and Go- 
vernment, as their Ancient Teſtimonies do hold forth, they muſt be extrem- 
ly dangerous, 


But if they are as Heterodox in the Chriſtian Faith, as the Quotations 
out of their Books (which they do not deny / do teſtifie, then it will be 
an Horrible Scandal ts our Relizion to have them Recogniz'd as Prote- 
ftants; and will give the Papifts ſuch an handle againſt us, as we ſhall not 
be able to withirand. 


Therefore the leaſt that can be expected from them, is, to appear be- 
fore ſuch Perion or Perſons as ſhall be thereunto appointed by &Authori- 
ty; and there Publickly, and under thcir Hands, to Diſown, Kenownee,and 
Coudemmn,in ſuch Poſitive and Expreſs Terms as hall be preſcrib d to them, 
all the above [gnominions and Bloody Quotations out of their Books, and 
ſuch others as ſhall be fuliy prov'd azainit them; together with the Am- 
:bors of them, as not only Fall:ble, but Erroneogs and Wicked Teazhers, at 
leaſt, in all thoſe Points which ſhall be fo prov 4l againſt them. 


And if. they ſhall refuſe to do this, then can they not, with any Ju- 
ſtice, complain (tho* complain they wor'd ) if the Parliament did recall 
their including them within the Number of Proteſtants; it being other- 
wiſe Impoſſible ro Retrieve rhe Reputation of the Name of Proteſtant ; 
or give any tolerable Securitv to the Government, And a leſs SatisfaCti- 
on cannot be expected, for al! the dreadful and odiows Charatters given of 
the B:ſkops and Church of England than a RetraCtation of them; and ac- 
knowledging that the ſame were not given forth by the Holy Spirit of 
God, as theie .Q4:thers have Blaiþemonſly pretended. 


And their Modern Advocate IW. C. under the diſguiſe of a moderare 
Church Man, cannor defire fairer Terms for them, unleſs he will throw 
off his Yizard, and declare himſelf as great an Enemy to the Church of 
Ev»: land as themſelves, 0 


There. 


